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 Immigrating to America from Germany with her family at the age of six, Brigitte fell in 
love with ballet, hoping to pursue a career as a professional dancer. In the real world, she first 
became a high school teacher then a university English teacher, and later worked in university 
development. Photography is her third career. She began working seriously in the medium 
twelve year ago, using friends from her dance classes as models. She has remained a dancer: 
“Dance provides me with models as well as therapy.”

 She is also an avid gardener, which supplies her with many of her floral subjects. How-
ever, it is her hand coloring on traditional silver gelatin prints that she makes herself, that has 
captured the worldwide respect for her images. “Even though most people see the world in 
color, they do not see everything in the same exact colors. From an optical point of view, the 
colors we see depend on where we stand in relation to the object, where the sun is on the 
horizon, what color the walls are, or the tint of our glasses (or contact lenses), and so on. 
From a psychological point of view--everything depends on whether we are worried, elated, 
anxious, in love, lonely, distracted, or fully alert. For this reason, I often hand color my work, 
because the process allows me to interpret the essence of my subject according to my own 
imagination.”

 Brigitte lives in Portola Valley, California, a town located in the coastal hills south of San 
Francisco. Her work has been exhibited in over two dozen individual and group shows across 
the country. Teaching workshops and giving university lectures has been a regular part of 
her life for the past decade. She is the recipient of numerous awards and is currently a board 
member of the Santa Fe Center for Photography.
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